
April 12, 2016 agenda

1

BOROUGH OF BOUND BROOK

AGENDA MEETING MINUTES

APRIL 12, 2016

Mayor Fazen called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM with a reading of the
Open Public Meetings Law Statement followed by the Pledge of Allegiance
and an opening prayer.

Roll Call
Mayor Robert Fazen present
C. Vinnie Petti present
C. Beverly Pranzatelli present
C. Peter Lazzaro present
C. President Abel Gomez present
C. Philip Fiadino present
C. David Rosario present

Also Present:
Borough Administrator- Hector Herrera
Borough Clerk – Donna Marie Godleski
Borough Attorney- Judy Verrone, Esq.
Police Chief - Michael Jannone
Randy Bahr-Chief Financial Officer

Swearing In Ceremony:

Mayor Fazen read the background accomplishments of Peter Romanyszyn

since entering law enforcement.

Mayor Fazen administered the Oath of Office to Peter Romanyszyn who

was promoted to Sergeant. His wife and daughter were present.

Presentation of communications, petitions, etc.

Mayor Fazen addressed Letter from Chairman-Democratic Municipal

Committee-
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Submission of 3 names to fill council vacancy-

John Buckley, Christina Giamella- Loboda and Roger W. Zupko

Motion to appoint John Buckley moved by Councilwoman Pranzatelli

Second: C. Fiadino

C. Vinnie Petti _Y__C. Beverly Pranzatelli_Y___
C. Abel Gomez_Y___C. Philip Fiadino_Y___
C. David Rosario__Y__

Mayor Fazen administered the Oath of office to Mr. Buckley to fill the

unexpired term as councilman to December 31, 2016.

C. Gomez thanked C. Buckley for his time and efforts in this time of need.

He brings much knowledge and experience.

C. Buckley thanked everyone for their confidence and will continue moving

forward with the council.

Mayor Fazen- Read the Proclamation into the record of minutes declaring

“Win the Race To Net Zero Carbon”

Approval of Minutes: Agenda March 8-2016;

Executive Session for Content Only

Motion: Pranzatelli Second: Petti

C. Pranzatelli offered a correction to the minutes duly noted by the Clerk.

All in favor: Aye

Abstain: C. Buckley
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Engineers Report – T&M Associates – March 1-31-2016

Dale reported: Greenbrook Flood Control Project-

Target Date is July 18, 2016 for LOMR. There will be an upcoming public

meeting before this date attended by county, borough, FEMA and

mortgage representatives.

C. Gomez advised that Bound Brook residents will be moved from their

zone and will no longer be required to have flood insurance.

They will move into a preferred policy where insurance will be greatly

reduced.

Councilwoman Pranzatelli asked how those residents will be notified.

Council indicated a letter will be sent to those residents from the town

along with a new map.

Robert Keady reported-

Truck Weight Limits-Thompson Avenue

Spoke with police chief and submitted a proposal to the town for a more

cost effective way to accomplish parking along Thompson Avenue.

He suggested having discussions with the county on the parking and have

them move forward with the weight restriction.

Annual NJDEP Storm water Due May 2 and will be submitted on time.

Railroad Quiet Zones- prepared a concept plan and will be sent to the DOT

this week for review and comments. Start process soon.

Codrington Tennis Courts- Project was awarded and contracts were sent to

the attorney for review. Start construction within a few weeks.
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Thompson Avenue Construction Project-

Plans will be sent to the NJDOT for review; also sending application to the

DOT for improvements at Route 28. Once we receive it back we can

advertise for bid.

Talmadge Avenue Sanitary Sewer Main Project- In design-

This will go through parking lot of Imperial Restaurant to manhole in rear of

lot.

2016 CDBG Applications-Codrington park improvements

There is a meeting at the county tomorrow and presentation date is

May 11-2016. Mr. Keady encouraged all to attend and engineers will be

present.

Municipal aid grant- Received $223,500 for the East Maple Mountain

Avenue to Church Street and we will include this in the road program.

Mayor Fazen :

>Item for discussion: Designate a “No Parking Zone” the west side of

Thompson Avenue from the south intersection of Cedar crest Road –

Mr. Keady recommended discussing this with the County first.

C. Buckley suggested when we discuss weight limits and parking with the

county on Thompson to include about Main Street.

Mr. Keady advised that weight limits should be the County. The parking

would be more favorable with the county.

Chief Jannone expressed concerns between the two Crescent Drives where

there are small driveways.
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We are looking at the Southside of Crescent and William Street down

towards Thompson Avenue. Congestion of two lanes plus the parking of

the buses by the Bound Brook Apartments.

Mayor advised there is a Public Information Meeting-Replacement of

Livingston St Bridge over Vosseller Brook-May 18 2016 at 6:30 p.m. at the

County Administration Building-Freeholders Meeting Room

Council questions were addressed by the engineer-

Councilwoman Pranzatelli asked what the cost will be above the grant for

the Maple Avenue Repair. Mr. Keady advised roughly $100,000.

Mr. Leubner advised on potential park development site. Block 68 Lot 1.03

in northwestern portion of the borough on Bridgewater Township border.

Preliminary investigations revealed potential environmental constraints.

Wetlands have been confirmed throughout the majority of the site.

C. Fiadino asked about the no curbs on Route 28. Mr. Leubner advised that

this is a state highway. Mr. Leubner has talked with the state on this

several times.

C. Rosario asked when the Talmage Avenue Sewer main project will begin.

Mr. Keady advised it will begin in the summer for at least a month.

Mr. Leubner said he could talk to the county about starting the project at a

different time of year. We will look at the businesses in this area for the

least impact.

C. Fiadino addressed the merchants at bottom of Mountain and Main

Street that when it rains it floods. The two sewers are not capable of

holding water and it goes up and over to the Southside.
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Mr. Leubner advised that the county has been out several times to clean

them out. Public Works has also cleaned them out.

He will alert the County on this.

C. Fiadino stated the merchants would like to know if the engineer could

put in more grates and open the sewer. Mr. Leubner advised that it would

not help.

C. Gomez advised that it could be grease causing this.

Mr. Leubner advised there was a sewer break on Talmadge. The police

department and the public works departments worked well together and

he commended them both for their efforts.

Questions from the public for the engineer-

Mary Patton-751 Watchung Road

She asked when Central Avenue will be scheduled for reconstruction.

Mr. Leubner advised it depends on bonding. It is certainly high on the list.

Angela Robinson- 625 Central Avenue

She expressed her concerns about her road not being worked on. It has

been in disarray for ten years. There is no road anymore, just gravel.

Mr. Keady spoke on specific criteria through the NJDOT for municipal aid.

Central Avenue would not be a good application because of their specific

criteria.

Tony Pranzatelli- 108 East Maple Avenue

A good idea to restrict weights on roads but you need to consider

exceptions for deliveries.
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Greetings for comments and invitation for discussion

Roseann Short-169 Cherry Avenue

She inquired about the administrative fee on the sewer bills.

Randy Bahr Tax Collector advised it is part of the sewer fees that go to the

town’s budget.

C. Gomez advised that the sewer fees were underfunded.

Mr. Bahr advised the administrative fee has been in the sewer bills since we

have been sending them out. It is not an additional fee. What is collected

pays the sewer authority and the administration fees.

Ms. Short asked if lead in the water has been tested in our school system.

Michele DeFazio a member of the board of education was present and

advised the water was tested in all schools and came back satisfactory.

Ms. Short asked if the huge potholes could be filled on Thompson in front

of Efingers and going towards Shop-Rite.

She stated that she attended the Brook Theatre event on Saturday to listen

to a George Washington speech. It was very good.

She stated that Mr. & Mrs. Holub wanted her to mention to the council that

she, her husband and daughter cleaned in front of the Presbyterian

cemetery on Friday and the Stone Bridge for the Battle of Bound Brook

event. The town should really keep up with these areas.

She advised that PSE&G needs to come back and fix the streets that they

worked on, especially Thompson Avenue.

Mayor Fazen advised it was the water company.
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Hal Dietrich-639 Central Avenue-

He asked with regards to road improvements for Central Avenue when will

a bond be discussed.

Mayor Fazen advised in the next budget cycle. Central Avenue is a high

priority.

Project would be phased per engineer.

Angela Robinson advised that from Chestnut to Piedmont needs it the

most.

The engineer will provide for his next report an estimate for Road

Reconstruction for Central Avenue.

Per Councilwoman Pranzatelli, the next finance committee on the budget

will include this road project.

Advertised hearings or special presentations

Notice was given that the Budget and Tax Resolution was approved by the

Borough Council on March 8, 2016.

Hearing on the 2016 Calendar Year Municipal Budget -$13,342,333.79

At which time and place objections to said budget and tax resolution may

be presented by taxpayers or other interested persons.

Open to the public for comment moved by C. Rosario

Second: C. Petti All in favor: Aye

Public Comment:

Mary Patton- 751 Watchung Road-

She asked if taxes were going down.
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Randy Bahr Chief Financial officer advised the rate will roughly stay the

same as 2015. If your assessed value stayed the same as last year then

your municipal tax would the same.

R. Short-169 Cherry Avenue

She asked if the seniors were receiving any funding in the budget.

C. Gomez advised no.

She checked other towns and they are all receiving funding from their

towns.

Seniors are paying $2,000 a year to use the Methodist Church for senior

meetings. She could not understand why the council does not help with at

least paying for the insurance to use the church for their meetings.

C. Gomez advised that we had to make tough decisions with the budget.

Cuts were made and he understood the seniors request to help with costs.

Ms. Short expressed her concerns about not being able to use a town

building for their meetings.

Mayor Fazen stated to Ms. Short that with or without the $3,000 for the

seniors group, it is a great organization that does a great deal for this

community. Mayor will continue to help to find a facility where they can

meet.

C. Rosario offered the seniors once a month at the Imperial Restaurant.

Close public comment moved by C. Fiadino; second by C. Buckley

All in favor: Aye
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Resolution to amend the 2016 Municipal Budget

Randy Bahr-Chief Financial Officer advised the budget was sent down to the

state for review. After review, the state had some minor issues where the

finance committee met and amendments to the budget were included.

Mr. Bahr highlighted those changes.

Total budget increase by $21,179.00

Total Budget- $13,365,191.51

Amendment to have a public hearing on April 26, 2016

Motion to introduce amendment: C. Petti; Second: C. Gomez

Discussion:

C. Pranzatelli offered motion to pull an amendment –

$15,000 First Aid Organization

Discussion: C. Gomez stated he was not in favor of pulling this amendment

from the budget. C. Pranzatelli stated council did not have any information

on this. C. Gomez advised we could discuss this item now.

He advised Rescue Squad last year was decreased 15,000. They have gone

to insurance based model; this year another model increase 2 personnel

during the day. We are receiving books for this year and a list of expenses.

Chief Jannone advised that they are giving exceptional service.

C. Gomez advised it is in the best interest of the town to restore this into

the budget.

C. Pranzatelli stated she could not make this decision without more

information.
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She would need to see 2015 expenses and revenue and what they have in

the bank before she would agree moving on.

Second to pull the amendment: C. Fiadino

Further discussion from councilmembers

Roll Call: To remove $15,000 from the budget –First Aid Organization

C. Vinnie Petti no
C. Beverly Pranzatelli yes
C. Abel Gomez no
C. Philip Fiadino no
C. David Rosario no
C. John Buckley abstain

Motion to approve the amendments to the 2016 municipal budget:
C. Gomez; second: C. Fiadino
C. Vinnie Petti yes
C. Beverly Pranzatelli no
C. Abel Gomez yes
C. Philip Fiadino yes
C. David Rosario yes
C. John Buckley abstain

Opening of bids - None

Introduction of ordinances -First Reading – None

Ordinance on Final Reading and Consideration- Second Reading

ORDINANCE NO. 2016:05 –

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER XXI, LAND

USE, OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE BOROUGH OF BOUND

BROOK TO AMEND OFF-STREET PARKING IN RESIDENTIAL AREAS

>A Review /Planning Board Recommendations:

Motion to open public comment: Gomez Second: Fiadino
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Public Comment: Ed Gabrielski- pleased the ordinance was being adopted

Motion to close public comment: Fiadino Second: Petti

Motion to adopt: Gomez Second: Fiadino

Discussion: Attorney advised recommendations were received from the

Planning Board which were reviewed and outlined for the council.

Only minor changes are required this evening which include naming actual

residential zones relating to off street parking.

Introduce amendment: Fiadino Second: Gomez All in favor: Aye

Adopt with amendment: Gomez Second: Petti

Roll Call:

C. Vinnie Petti _Y__C. Beverly Pranzatelli_Y___
C. Abel Gomez_Y___C. Philip Fiadino_Y___
C. David Rosario__Y__ C. John Buckley _Y___

ORDINANCE NO. 2016:10 –
AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING FEE AND MUNICIPAL
ACCOUNTING IN CONNECTION WITH THE MAYOR’S
PERFORMANCE OF WEDDING AND CIVIL UNION CEREMONIES
Motion to open public comment: Buckley Second: Pranzatelli

Public Comment: None

Motion to close public comment: Pranzatelli Second: Rosario

Motion to adopt: Pranzatelli Second: Fiadino

C. Buckley offered an amendment to the ordinance to remove “collected by

the mayor”

Motion: Pranzatelli Fiadino All in favor: Aye

Motion to adopt w/amendment: Fiadino Pranzatelli
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Roll Call:

C. Vinnie Petti _Y__C. Beverly Pranzatelli_Y___
C. Abel Gomez_Y___C. Philip Fiadino_Y___
C. David Rosario_Y___C. John Buckley _Y___

ORDINANCE NO. 2016:11-
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER V,
ANIMAL CONTROL OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES OF
THE BOROUGH OF BOUND BROOK, TO AMEND PENALTIES FOR
FAILURE TO LICENSE DOGS AND CATS, AND TO REVISE CAT
LICENSE YEAR
Motion to open public comment: Gomez Second: Pranzatelli

Public Comment: None

Motion to close public comment: Gomez Second: Rosario

Motion to adopt: Pranzatelli Second: Gomez

Discussion: C. Pranzatelli advised she would like the $50.00 penalty fee

placed on the website.

Roll Call:

C. Vinnie Petti _Y__C. Beverly Pranzatelli__Y__
C. Abel Gomez__Y__C. Philip Fiadino_Y___
C. David Rosario__Y__C. John Buckley _Y___

Introduction/Discussion of Resolutions:

R2016:67

Approve the 2015 Annual Audit

Motion: Pranzatelli Second: Fiadino All in favor: Aye

Abstain: Buckley
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R2016:68

Authorize the finance officer to issue a refund of overpayment of zoning

fees

Motion: Gomez Second: Fiadino All in favor: Aye

R2016:69

Authorize the Tax Collector to issue refund on tax overpayments –

235 Chestnut Street Blk101/Lot24; Blk53/Lot18

Motion: Pranzatelli Second: Rosario All in favor: Aye

R2016:70

Authorize the Finance Officer to issue refund of overpayment of parking

permit fee

Motion: Rosario Second: Petti All in favor: Aye

R2016:71

Approve the hire of three (3) temporary seasonal help for the Public Works

Department

Motion: Petti Second: Fiadino All in favor: Aye

R2016:72

Approve the appointment of the Borough Administrator as the

Commissioner to the Middlesex County Joint Insurance Fund

Motion: Fiadino Second: Petti All in favor: Aye
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R2016:73

Approve the appointment of the Borough Administrator as the

Clean Communities Coordinator and Recycling Coordinator

Motion: Rosario Second: Fiadino All in favor: Aye

Unfinished Business

>Proposal from Malanga Farms –Plantings at the train station; circle

planter; long bed going towards Route 28; sitting area downtown

Resolution to support the Special Improvement District with their

beautification initiative –

After Council discussion attorney recommending waiting for a revised

proposal from Malanga Farms to include everything the town wants and

the price. A resolution for next meeting.

Motion to table: Rosario Second: Fiadino All in favor: Aye

Councilwoman Pranzatelli announced the Board of Education

Are meeting with Senator Doherty at the Bound Brook High School

Theatre on April 25, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. The subject matter is State

School Aid. She encouraged everyone to come out and support.

New Business

C. President Gomez-

>Appointment of Members to the Architectural Review

Advisory Committee: 3 year- staggered term

TJ Margolin 3 year
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Diana Dimura 3 year

Howard Wagner 2 year

Anthony Pranzatelli 2 year

Philip Fiadino 1 year

Motion: Buckley Second: Rosario All in favor: Aye

>Appointment of Council Liaison: 1 year term – C. Gomez

Motion: Gomez Second: Rosario All in favor: Aye

>Hector Herrera Borough Administrator announced the requirement to

report at a council meeting-

Award of General Improvement Bonds was held on April 5, 2016

Approval of Vouchers

R2016: 74

Motion: Pranzatelli Second: Fiadino All in favor: Aye

Abstain: C. Buckley

Open to the public for comment

Mary Patton asked who the new liaison will be to the shade tree

commission.

She was advised it will be C. Buckley.

C. Buckley advised he would not be able to make the library advisory

meeting this week.

C. Rosario advised he would attend in his place.
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Angela Robinson- 625 Central Avenue

She asked if another proposal was received for the landscaping downtown.

Tony Pranzatelli advised the SID had two proposals. The other was from

Atlock Farms which was higher.

He asked why the council could not vote on the original proposal from

Malanga Farms. The proposal that was submitted in your packet

unfortunately was incorrect.

The SID is asking for the town to contribute $4,300 to the total landscaping.

The SID set aside $10,000.

Per Councilwoman Pranzatelli, the SID set aside $10,000 for flowers.

Malanga Farms advised it would be $8,000 for tree frames and for

continuity they could do the medians and the pocket park for a total of

$14,300. For continuity the SID was asking the town to help with the cost.

Angela Robinson advised she is a member of the Garden Club and asked if

these plantings would be all year long and why we could not include Union

Avenue in the beautification.

Tony Pranzatelli advised that the SID can only use the funding for the Main

Street; the SID District. Hopefully what we are doing right now with the

downtown and our volunteers can extend throughout the borough.

Mr. Pranzatelli stated that the SID had provided a written proposal to the

borough for the landscaping to be done by Malanga Farms in the amount of

$14,300.
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Attorney read the resolution into the record of minutes stating that one of

the two medians was missing from the proposal and the town is

committing $4,300 and the SID the rest.

Borough will contribute $4,300 toward the work to be completed in

addition to what is listed in the proposal; the median in front of Meridia.

Motion to approve moved by C. Pranzatelli; second by C. Fiadino

All in favor: Aye

R2016: 75

Authorize executive session- None

Meeting adjourned at 10:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by,

Donna Marie Godleski, Borough Clerk


